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Lauraôs Sea Grant Fellowship was a collaborative effort between the 
West Coast Governors Alliance on Ocean Health, the Network  
Association of Networked Ocean Observing Systems, Central and 

Northern California Ocean Observing System, and SCCOOS. 

 

The fellowship was centered around using oceanographic data obtained 
from the West Coast Ocean Observing Systems (NANOOS, CeNCOOS, 
and SCCOOS) for  coastal managers via the WCGA Ocean Data Portal. 
Laura focused her work even more by creating data driven  
oceanographic products with marine debris and ocean acidification  
applications. The details of her work is highlighted on the SCCOOS 

project page. 

 

Lauraôs magnetic personality will be missed, but all are very excited to 
see what her future will hold. We all hope that this isnôt goodbye, rather 

a see you soon! 

Join us in our Fond Farewell of Laura Lilly,  

our Sea Grant Fellow  

U.S. Integrated Ocean Observation System (U.S. IOOS) Funds Port of Long Beach Buoy  

Deployment in Support of Under Keel Clearance  of Commercial Vessels 

S C C O O S  N E W S  

A newly deployed CDIP San Pedro South Buoy and customized website, funded by the U.S. Integrated  

Ocean Observing System (IOOS), will be used operationally by Jacobsen Pilots for validating  

oceanographic conditions to ensure the safe transport of vessel traffic transiting at  the Port of Long Beach. 

This buoy is one component of a larger project to ascertain the Under Keel Clearance (UKC) of commercial 

vessels. In collaboration with  federal, state and industry partnerships, the Dutch company PROTIDE will  

develop a model that provides the UKC information.  With funding from the Oil Spill Prevention and  

Response (OSPR) for the initial assessment, The Marine Exchange of Southern California in San Pedro  

will serve as the management entity for this project.   

 

Wave data are extremely important during a high swell event.  Vessels can pitch and roll, affecting their draft 

and potentially hitting the ocean bottom.  Combined, the Port of Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach are 

the busiest ports in the United States for vessel transport.  Assuring the safety and operations of vessel traffic 

is a vital component to our nation. The IOOS funding for this buoy is in collaboration with the US Army 

Corps of Engineers and the California Department of Parks and Recreation.   

Darren Wright & Victor Aguilar man the buoy while 

Julie Thomas drives the boat. 
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